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Canon t-l System
The system bui l t  around the F-1,  f rom i ts  in i t ia l
stages, is designed to satisfy al l  possible photo-
graphic needs. Both versat i l i ty and variety were
pr ime concerns for ,  Canon's  p lanning and
design ing staff . The system's ten thousand
component parts were al l  bui l t  wi th a degree of
accuracy which the complete interchangeabi l  i ty
of the system requires. Furthermore, tests have
demonstrated that the rel iabi l i ty of  the Canon
F- 1 and its accessories is to an extent as of yet
unmatched by any other product in the photo-
graph ic  industry .  The F-  1 's  accessor ies,  inc lud ing
powerfu I motor drive systeff is, a unique Servo
EE F inder ,  the  Booster  T  F inder  fo r  d im l igh t
s i tuat ions,  the F i lm Chamber 250 and the
incomparable F D series of interchangeable
lenses, lend the versat i l i ty to the F-1 that makes
the F- 1 and al  l -embracing photograph ic system.
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Four Main Accessories I  Canon Booster  T  F inder  w i th  e lec t ron ic  t imer  fo r  insu f f i c ien t
l igh t  photography

I  Canon Servo EE F inder for  shut ter  pr ior i ty  EE photography
I  Canon Motor  Dr ive  Un i t  and Motor  Dr ive  MF fo r t imer  photog-

raphy and high speed photography.
r  Canon F i lm Chambe r  25O f  or  shoot ing 25O f  rames
Unmanned photography  is  poss ib le  in  combina t ion  o f  these
accessones.

*For detai ls, please refer to pages 49-52.
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Welcome to the large family of wel l  sat isf ied F-1
owners. The F-+, olong with i ts seem ingly
endfess array of features and accessories for use
in the home, the laboratory or for professional
work, is the product of many years of studious
research coupled with the development of
Canon's superior camera technology. The Canon
F-1 epi tomizes the h igh qual i ty  and per formance
standards that Canon pr ides i tsel f  in.  We at
Canon hope that you make the most of your
new F- 1 and have many rewarding experiences
with your F-1 system.

B e f o r e U s i n g . . ,
Please read this instruct ion booklet thoroughly,
fami l iar iz ing yoursel f  caref  u l ly  wi th  the F '1 ,
master the basic functions of the camera
complete ly  and you wi l l  be ready to fu l ly  ut i l ize
you r  new F -1 .
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" i i t u d r  
U d l g

r Type: 35mm single-lens reflex camera with focal plane shutter. Picture i ize:24 x 36mm.
r ldterchangeable Linses: Canon FD series lenses with aperture signal lever. FL and R series
of lenses are also compatible.
r  Standard Lens:  canon Fo 55mm f / l .2  S.S.c. ,  FD 50mm f /1.4 S.S.c. .  or  FD 50mm f /1.8
S.C.
r Viewfinder: Removable pentagonal prism viewfinder. Interchangeable with Servo EE
Finder, Booster T Finder, Speed Finder, Waist-Level Finder.
r Viewfinder Attachmenti: Angle Finders A2 and B, Magnifier R, Dioptric Adjustment
Lenses, Eyecup R, Rubber Eyepiece Ring.
. foilr ing Sir."n, Fresnel 

' lehs, 
standa-rd f_o,cusing glass w,ith split- image/microprism range-

findel-ind Eigfrt ottrer interchangeable types. With metering beam-splitt ing condense_r'
r Field-of-V-i ew: 97"/o of actuaf pciture area. 0.77X magnification with standard 50mm lens at
in f  in i ty .
i f infoer Information: Meter needle and aperture needle, outside shutter speed coup.ling
range indicator, stopped-down metering and battery check, shutter speed scale, metering l imit
marks.
i 

-bioptri. 
Adjustment Lenses: Viewfinder with lensless ring (R-1); interchangeable with

n+5, 
-i+2,-n+i.5, 

R+t, R+o.s, R0, R-0.5, R-2, R-3, and R-4. diop^tric adiustment lenses'
i Mirroi, Ouick return mirior witfr shock-abiorbing mechanism.'Possible to lock mirror in
up-position, requiring manual operation of the aperture.
r. Lens Mount: Canon breech-lock FD mount.
r Function: FD lenses; Full aperture metering, automatic diaphragrn operation. FL lenses;
S topped 'downmete r i ng ,au toma t i cd iaph ragmopera t i on 'R lenses ;s topped -downmete r l ng '
manually operated diaphragm.
I 

-Siiuiie., '  
Focal pldne s6utter using a super thin titanium screen. Designed for elimination of

functioning noise. Possible to lock shutter release button.
f Sf,uitJi"SpeeO Oirt, With shutter scales and ASA fi lm speed scales. Two coupling pinsfor
setting attachments are provided.
. Sfrit ier Speeds: B, 1'-1 '2OAO. Multiple series. Equiinterval index. X contact at "60"'.
I Film Speed Scale: ASA 25-3200
r Self-Tiher: Built- in. Activate with shutter release button. Approx. 10 sec' t ime lag'
r Exposure Adjusting Mechanism: Built- in. Using a CdS photocell. Coupled to shutter speeds,
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f i lm speeds and f/stop. Match needle type, TTL full aperture metering mechanism. Central area
metering systern, measures 12% of the picture area. Stopped-down metering possible.
Stopped-down lever and index. Locking of the lever possible.
r  Exposure Meter  Coupl ing Range:  With ASA 100 f i lm,  EV 2.5 ( t l1 .2at  1/4 sec.) to EV 18
l f /11 at  1/2000 sec.) .
I Meter Battery: One1.35V mercury battery.
I Battery Checker: Built- in.
r TTL Full Aperture Metering System EE: Servo EE Finder and Battery Case in
combination. Full aperture metering with FD lens.
r Ultra-low ll lumination Metering: Metering possible with ASA 100, between EY 15 lf/22 at
1/60 sec.) and EV -3.5 (f/1 .2 at 15 sec.), and with use of the Booster T Finder.
I Synchronized Flash: FP and X contact. Automatic time lag adjusting type.
I Flash Socket: On body side.
I Accessory Shoe: Flash Couplers D, L.
r Canon Auto Tuning (CAT) System: Diaphragm control by recharge completion signal and
focusing distance signal. Proper aperture is determined with the buitt-in mirror by using the
Speed-lite 133D, Flash-Auto Ring A2/Bz, Flash Coupler L and the prescribed FD lens. 

-

r Synchronizing Range: FP class: 1|2OOO-1 1125 sec. and 1/30 sec. or slower. Speedlite: 1/60
sec, or slower. M, MF class: 1/30 sec. or slower.
I  F i lm Loading:  Wi th mul t is l i t  f i lm spool .
r Film Winding: Short-stroke windihg possible. Single operation 139o winding lever. Play:
30-
I Film Rewinding: Performed by rewind button and crank.
r Multiple Exposure: Possible by operating fi lm rewind button.
I Back Cover: Removable for Film Chamber 250.
r Bottom Cover: Removable for a Motor Drive Unit or Motor Drive MF.
r Frame Counter: Additive. self-resetting type activated by opening back cover.
I  S i ze :  99 .5x  146 .7  x  49 .5mm (3 -15 /16 "  x5 -3 /4 "  x  1 -15 /16 " )
r  Weight :  Body:  8459 (1 lb .  13-13/16 ozs.) .  Wi th FD 50mm f /1.4S.S.C.  Lens:1,1509
(2 lbs.  8-9/16 ozs.) l

Subject to change without notice.
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Follow these simple steps
for

l{ormal photography:
I  louo the f i lm. (See pages 15-17.)

2 Set the ASA fi lm speed. (See page 25.)

3 Wind the fi lm advance lever. (See page 18.)

4 Remove the lens cap.

t 0
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5 Look through the viewfinder and focus.
(See page 31 .)

6 Compose the picture.

n
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7 Determine the exposure wi th bui l t - in meter.
(See pages 26-28.1

I Press the shutter release button gently.



lt|ercury Battery Loading and Checking
The bui l t- in exposure meter of the Canon F-l functions

only when the mercury battery is properly loaded-

l lnsert a coin into the groove of the battery
I compartment cover and turn i t  to the left  to remove

the cover.

I  Insert the battery into the compartment negative pole
E f irst.

!  Replace the compartment cover and turn to the r ight
u to t ighten.

a Before insert ing.the battery, wipe off f ingerprints or

r ins on the battery poles with 'a dry cloth. Unclean
poles may cause corrosion and damage the camera.
I A 1.35V H-D mercury battery should be used - a

Mal lory  PX-625 or  Eveready EPX-625 is  recommended.

Do not use 1.4V mercury batteries.
I Be sure to insert the battery in the correct direct ion.

Otherwise,  the meter  wi l l  not  funct ion proper ly  and the

cover cannot be screwed'in.
I  1f the camera wil l  not be used for an extended length

of t ime, the battery should be taken out of the battery

compartment to prevent possible damage to the termi-

nals from battery corrosion.
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Battery Check
check the mercury battery after roading it. Especiaily
when loading a new battery, be sure to check the power
leve l .

I  set the f i lm speed scare at ASA 100 and the shutterI speed dial at "2OOO". To set the f i lm speed, l i f t  up the
outer r ing on the shutter speed dial and turn. (See page
25.1
r A positive check
used.

I Turn the meter
r. the camera near
index mark.

cannot be made i f  other sett ings are

switch, si tuated on the back side of
the f i lm rewind crank, to the ,,C,,

I When using the camera, be sure to turn the meterT switch to "ON".

-l.ylLi:!.:.1r.
I
t
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F i l m  R e w i n d i n g  C r a n k

S a f e t y  S t o P P e r

F i l m  I n s e r t i n g  S l i t

T a k e - u P  S P o o t

F  i l m  A d v a n c e  S p r o c k e t

Posi t ion in which f  i lm is  p laced in camera
(emuls i f ied surface facing towards the lens)

Leader part  of  the f i lm

C a r t r i d g e  C o m P a r t m e n t
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Film loading
The Canqn F-1 accepts  any s tandard 35mm f i lm ro l l  in  a
day l ight  load ing car t r idge.  Be sure not  to  load f i lm in
d i rect  sun l ight .

I  Pu l l  up the f i lm rewind crank as far  as poss ib le  whi le
I  press ing the safety  but ton.  The cover  wi l l  then open.

I  Open the cover  fu l ly .  P lace the f i lm car t r idge in  the
6 f i lm compar tment  so that  the emuls i f ied sur face wi l l
face the lens when the f i lm is  unwound as i l lus t ra ted on
page 14.  Push the f i lm rewind crank down.  The crank
fork  wi l l  s l ip  in to  the f i lm car t r idge.  In  case the crank
does not  fu l ly  re turn,  turn  i t  s l ight ly  to  the le f t  or  r ight .

t  Pu l l  the f i lm out  f rom the car t r idge and inser t  the
u f i lm t ip  in to  the s l i t  o f  the f i lm take-up spool .

I

I
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I  Turn the f i lm advance lever  and wind the f i lm around
' l  

the f i lm take-up spool .

E Check to insure-that the teeth of both the take-up
d spool and the f i lm advance sprocket are engaged by
the per ferat ions in  the f i lm.

f,  Close the back cover. l f  the f i lm is sagging, the
u cartr idge wil l  r ise and the back cover wil l  not close,

I Leave the lens cap on and take two blank shots, each
f t ime turning the f i lm advance lever and releasing the

shutter. The frame counter wi l l  advance from the "S"

mark lo ".".  With one more advance, the camera wil l  be

ready for the f irst shot.

Memo Holder ,
The memo holder on the camera's back cover is useful
for keeping data l ike f i lm speed, location, shooting. For
example, after tearing off the part of the f i lm box which

specif ies the type of the f i lm being used, i t  can be

inserted into the memo holder as a constant reminder.

www.orphancameras.com



Checking Correct Fi lm Loading.
The f i lm is  proper ly  loaded and advanced i f  the f i lm
rewind crank rotates when you wind the f i lm advance
lever. l f  the f i lm rewind crank does not rotate, take out
the f i lm and re load.

Setting the Film Speed
When loading the f i lm, be sure to set the f i lm speed scale
at  the proper  pos i t ion.

Repacking a Bulk-Loaded Fi lm
l f  you are us ing f  i lm that  has not  been wound
commerc ia l ly ,  be sure to  t r im the t ip  o f  the lead
between perforat ions.

b

I

I
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Film Winding
The f i lm advance lever  winds the f i lm,  cocks the shut ter ,

and prepares the diaphragm and mirror for the next

shutter release al l  in one motion.
1 Turn the f i lm advance lever  unt i l  i t  s tops '  The f i lm
I wi l t  be advanced one frame and the shutter cocked'

The frame counter is simultaneously advanced to the

next  number .
When the shutter release button is pressed, the mirror

f l ips up, the diaphragm closes down to the preset

f/stop and the shutter operates. The advance lever can

then be wound for the next frame'
r Be sure to set the shutter lock lever at "A"'

I  Wind ing may '  be accompl ished by moving the lever

with several short strokes.
I l f  the shutter does not function, check to make sure

the winding process is completed as the shutter wi l l  not

funct ion un less wind ing is  completed.

r 8
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Frame Counter
Each wind ing wi l l  advance the number  o f  the f rame
counter ,  ind icat ing the number  o f  p ic tures taken.  When
the back cover  is  opened,  the counter  automat ica l ly
returns to the start ing posit ion "S".

Safety Device for Shutter
When the shutter lock lever around the shutter release
button is turned to the "L" posit ion, the shutter button
is  locked and wi l l  not  move.  Th is  dev ice is  espec ia l ly
useful in preventing an accidental shutter release of a
wound camera.

Attaching the Cable Release
The optional Canon Cable Release can be attached to
the F-1 by screwing i t  in to  the threaded ho le  in  the
center of the shutter release button. Even i f  the shutter
lock lever  is  a t  the "L"  pos i t ion,  the shut ter  wi l l  operate
when using the cable release.

r9



Shutter and Aperture Adiustment
Exposure is adiusted by the shutter speed and the

aperture. The shutter speed controls the exposure t ime

and the aper ture cont ro ls  the amount  o f  incoming l ight .

Shutter Speed Dial
Adjust the shutter speed by turning the shutter speed
dial to the desired speed as indicated by the numbers on
top of the dial.  The dial cannot be turned between
"2OOO" and "8". The numbers on the shutter speed dial
correspond to shutter speeds between 1|2OOO of a
second and one second counting counterclockwise on
the d ia l .  The ' ' '3 '1  pos i t ion,  ind icat ing bu lb  exposure,  is

used when making exposures of more than one second.
Thus, when set at "B", the shutter remains open as long

as the shutter release button is depressed.
I Be sure to set the dial at one of the cl ick-stop
posit ions. At the "8" posit ion, adjust ' i t  to the white dot
jus t  be low "B" .
I  When i t  is necessary to make a t ime exposure, f i rst set
the shutter speed dial at "B". Keep the shutter release

button depressed and turn the t ime lock lever to "L".

Thus,  the shut ter  wi l l  remain open even i f  the f inger  is

removed from the button. When the lever is returned to
"A", the shutter closes.
r  T ime exposure is  a lso poss ib le  by us ing a lockable

cable release.
I l t  is possible to perform extended exposures of up to

?0
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Aper tu re  R ing
'Apertu re
Sca le

Coup l ing  P in  to
F lash -Au to  R ing

A 2 l B 2

30 seconds by using the optional Booster T Finder, a
super sensit ive meter f inder for measuring subjects under
d im  l i gh t .
t  The "60" posit ion is the X synchronization speed,
the highest shutter speed which can be used with
electronic f lash units such as the Canon Speedli te, and
the fastest shutter speed at which the entire f i lm area is
exposed at once. Although 1/60th of a second does not
seem to be a really fast shutter speed, the effective
exposure t ime is equivalent to a f lash oI 1/1000th of a
second or faster. This speed al lows the extreme
quickness of the electronic f lash to expose the entire
f i lm .

Aperture
Incoming l ight  and depth-of - f ie ld  are ad justed by turn ing
the aperture r ing to the desired f/stop.
A number  sca le ,  which has become the in ternat iona l
standard, has been devised to express the size of the
aperture in relat ion to the focal length of the lens
whereby the aperture size is divided by the focal length
of the lens unti l  the numerator of the result ing fract ion
is reduced to one. Thus, the magnitude of these fract ions
is inversely related to the size of the aperture, i .e.,  a
larger  number  on the sca le  s ign i f ies  a  smal ler  aper ture
whi le  a  smal ler  number  s ign i f ies  a  larger  aper ture.  S ince
both c i rcu lar  area and l inear  d imension are invo lved in
the computat ion o f  th is  sca le ,  an aper ture,  usual ly
termed a ful l  f /stop, is one-half or twice as large as the
adjacent apertures indicated by the scale.

2 l

, , A "  M A r K
( fo r  EE
photography)

EE Lock
P i n



r The aperture r ing of most Canon FD lenses is
equipped with cl ick-stops for ful l  and 112 f lstops, but
can be set between these click-stops.
t The maximum aperture of a lens may not be one
included by the international standard. l f  i t  is not, the
second f/stop wil l  not designate an aperture one-half as
small  as the f irst f /stop.
I The relat ion between the aperture and the amount of
l ight entering, using f /2 as the base, is as fol lows:

f/stops*:
1 . 2  1 . 4  1 . 8  2  2 . 8  3 . 5  4  5 . 6  I  1 1  1 6  2 2
Exposure Rat io :
3  2  1 . 2 5  1  1 / 2  1 1 3  1 1 4  1 1 8  1 1 1 6  1 1 3 2  1 1 6 4  1 1 1 2 8
*f/stops 

on the international scale are in heavy type.

Presetting of Aperture
Set the aperture ring to the desired f/stop. The
diaphragm wil l  close to the set f /stop only for the
instant that the shutter is released. Thus, for example,
with FD lenses, the subject can always be seen through
the viewfinder at the ful l  aperture opening even after
the f/stop has been set by the aperture ring.
The FD lens has only one aperture r ing. When this lens is
mounted on an F-1 or FTb camera body, the diaphragm
can be operated manually by pushing the mult i-purpose
lever. The aperture can then be closed down to any
desired f/stop by turning the aperture r ing. When the
lever is reset to i ts original posit ion, the diaphragm
returns to i ts maximum opening.
22

FD 50mm f / l . 4  S .S .C .

I

Automat i c /Manua l
Aperture Lever
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FD 35mm f /3 .5  S .C .

Manua l  Aper tu re
Lock Lever

Manual Control of Aperture
The manually operated aperture is used for checking the
depth-of-f ield when the aperture is stopped-down and
also when performing close-up photography and macro-
photography.
r When an accessory is to be used between the lens and
the camera body, push the automatic/manual aperture
lever of the lens counterclockwise al l  the way before
mount ing the lens.  Th is  locks the lever  and the aper ture
is set for manual operation. For releasing the lever, push
it clockwise. With the use of this lock, photography
using a manually operated aperture can also be
per formed wi th  o lder  Canon s ing le- lens- re f lex  cameras.
r  In  the case of  the lens which has a manual  aper ture
lock lever ,  turn  the automat ic  aper ture lever  o f  the lens
counterc lockwise a l l  the way and set  the manual
aper ture lock lever  a t  the "L"  pos i t ion before mount ing
the lens.  Th is  manual  aper ture lock lever  locks the
automatic aperture lever and the diaphragm can be
opened or closed by turning the aperture r ing. For
releasing the lever, return the manual aperture lock
lever  to  the or ig ina l  pos i t ion a t  the whi te  dot .
I  When using the lens attached in a reversed posit ion to
the macrophoto coupler for macrophotography, set the
automatic aperture lever of the lens in the posit ion for
manual operation, attach the macrohood of the macro-
photo coupler to the rear of the lens, and turn the
breechlock mount  r ing unt i l  i t  locks.
I Refer to page 38 concerning depth-of.f ield.

23
Automat i c /Manua l
Aperture Lever



Using the Built-in Exposure Meter
The Canon F-1 prov ides the most  accurate  l ight  measure-

ment  poss ib le  wi th  i ts  un ique TTL (Through-The-Lens)

system.  The bu i l t - in  exposure meter ,  which is  o f  match

needle  type,  is  coupled to  the shut ter  speed d ia l  and

preset  aper ture r lng.
The CdS photoce l l  o f  the exposure meter  is  p laced in  the
pos i t ion c losest  to  Ihe beam-spl i t t ing condenser  lens.

The central area metering system enables accurate

measurement  o f  the main sub ject  even in  back l ight ing

condi t ions.  The rectangu lar  f  rame in  the v iewf  inder

represents the l ight measurement area of the CdS
photoce l l .  P lace the main sub ject  w i th in  th is  f rame and

measure the in tens i ty  o f  l ight  so as to  obta in  the proper

exposu re.
r  The correct ion o f  the fu l l  aper ture opening of  the

lens is  per formed automat ica l ly .  Therefore,  the opera-

t ion does not change regardless of the speed of the lens

used.  An FL lens can be used on ly  wi th  s topped-down
meter lng.
I  Due to  the character is t ics  o f  the CdS photoce l l ,  the

movement  o f  the meter  needle  may occas ional ly  be

s low  a t  l ow  l i gh t  i n tens i t i es .
r When not using the camera, set the meter switch at
"OFF" or attach the lens cap so as to prevent

unnecessary consumption of the mercury battery.
I  Meter ing a t  t '8"  on the shut ter  speed d ia l  is  not
poss ib le  wi th  the bu i l t - in  exposure meter .

24
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Film Speed Setting
Set  the f i lm speed accord ing to  the ASA of  the f i lm
being used.  The ASA of  a  f i lm is  normal ly  shown on the
f i lm box cover  or  exp lanatory  sheet .  L i f t  and turn the
f i lm speed r ing which is  around the shut ter  speed d ia l .
The ASA number  o f  the f i lm wi l l  appear  in  the window
on the shut ter  speed d ia l .
The r ing cannot  turn  any fur ther  counterc lockwise than
"25" .  On the other  hand,  i t  cannot  turn  any fur ther
c lockwise than the green dot ,  which ind icates ASA
3200.
I  The fo l lowing f i lm speeds may be used:

(32) (40) (64) (80) 025) (160) (2s0) (320) (500) (640)
ASA 25 50 100 200 400 Boo
D I N  1 5  1 8  2 1  2 4  2 7  3 0

(16) (ri) (19) (20) (22) (23) (25) (26) (28) (29)
(r000) (1250) (2000) (2s00)

1 6 0 0  3 2 0 0
3 3  3 6

(31) 132; (34) (3s)

(F igu res  in  pa ren theses  rep resen t  i n te rmed ia te  f i lm
speeds. )
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Exposure Settings
Full Aperture Metering
Full  aperture metering can be performed with FD lenses

which have an aperture signal lever and pin.

1 Set the meter switch at "ON".
I

? Set the shutter speed dial at the desired speed.
L

I  Face the camera towards the subject, look into the
u viewfinder, and check the needles in the meter

reading window.

I Turn the aper.tu're r ing unti l  the meter
t the aperture metering circle in the

adjustment cannot be made, a dif ferent
must be used.
I The meter needle is coupled to the f i lm and shutter

speeds and moves vert ical ly according to the brightness

of the subject. The meter needle moves downward when

the shutter is set at high speeds and upward when i t  is

set at low speeds. When the shutter is set at a slow speed

outs ide the coupl ing range (s lower  than 1/2  sec.  w i th

ASA 100 f i lm) ,  the meter  window turns red,  and

metering wil l  become impossible even i f  the aperture is

changed. When the window turns red and metering

cannot be performed, use high-speed f i lm or the optional

Booster  T F inder .  Refer  to  "Coupl ing Range of  Bu i l t - in

Exposure Meter" on page 29.

26

needle bi-sects
meter .  l f  th is
shutter speed

www.orphancameras.com



r Select a faster shutter speed when the meter needle
swings al l  the way up, and a slower speed when i t  swings
al l  the way down.
I  The aper ture meter ing c i rc le  is  coupled to  the
aperture r ing of the FD lens. The movement range of the
aper ture needle  ins ide the meter  reading window changes
accord ing to  the lens speed.  Thus,  i t  w i l l  not  a lways
move ver t ica l ly  the fu l l  length o f  the meter  reading
window.
t  T i re  "A"  mark on the aper ture r ing is  used wi th  the
Servo EE F inder  or  the Canon EF camera on ly .
I  l f  you prefer to set the f/stop f irst,  turn the shutter
speed dial and. bi-sect the aperture metering circle with
the meter needle.
r Since the shutter speed dial cannot be set at
intermediate posit ions, the shutter speed priori ty
method is recommended when exposure accuracy is a
crucial factor.

Stopped-Down Metering
When us ing a lens,  such as an FL-ser ies  lens,  which does
not have a ful l  aperture metering system, stopped-down
meter ing should  be done.  Stopped-down meter ing is
executed by pushing the mult i-purpose lever towards the
lens. The lever can be f ixed in this posit ion by pressing i t
towards the lens after sett ing the lock lever at the "L"
posit ion. l f  the lock lever is returned to the white dot
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posit ion, the stopped-down lever wil l  return to i ts
or ig ina l  pos i t ion.
1 Set the meter switch at "ON".
I

? Set the shutter speed dial at the desired speed.
L

I  Face the camera towards the subiect, look into the
u viewfinder and press the stopped-down lever towards
the lens. The aperture metering circle wil l  disappear
from view and only the meter needle wil l  remain in the
meter window.
I Turn the aperture r ing unti l  the meter needle appears
T in the meter.
I  l f  you prefer to set the f/stop f irst,  the adjustments
can be made with the shutter speed dial.
r  Because the FD lenses have a ful l  aperture system
wi th  which to  fu l ly  compensate the bu i l t - in  exposure
meter, i t  is best to use ful l  aperture metering with an FD
lens. When performing stopped-down metering, be sure
to close down the apertu re to f  12.8 or further.

How to "Average" Exposures
When measuring a subject inf luenced by greatly dif ferent
l ight intensit ies, take two measurements, one each of the
darkest and l ightest parts, and obtain the average value
for the two readings. Then, set the f/stop or shutter
speed at this average value.

2 8
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Coupling Range of Built-in lxposure Meter

At g iven f  i  I  m speeds,  the bu i l t -  i  n
exposure  meter  coup les  w i th in  the
f/stops and sutter speeds as indicated
in  the  char t  a t  the  r igh t .  For  example ,
when us ing  the  Canon FD 50mm f  11 .4
S.S.C.  lens  a t  ASA 100,  the  exposure
meter  coup les  fu l l y  w i th in  the  range o f
EV 3 ,  f  11 .4  a t  114 o f  a  sec .  ( the  f  i r s t
number as read of f  the row labeled
"ASA 100 " )  t o  EV  18 ,  t l 11  ( read  o f f
the bottom row) at 1|2OOO of a sec.
(again read of f  the "ASA 100" row,
but  th is  t ime read the  las t  number ) .
Thus ly  the  f  i r s t  number  o f  a  row ind i -
cates the longest  shut ter  speed possib le
at  a g iven f  i lm speed wi th the aperture
fu l l y  open wh i le  the  las t  number
denotes the f astest shu tter speed
possib le wi th the f /s top used being
read f rom the bottom row as the
number d i rect ly  under the fastest
shut ter  speed.
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F i l m
Speed Shut te r  Speed

ASA 25 1
1

2

1

4

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
I 1 5 30 60 125 250 500 10002000

ASA 50
1

2

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
4 I 1 5 30 60 125 250 500 1000 2000

ASA 100
1 'l 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
4 8 1 5 30 60 125 250 500 1000 2000

ASA 2OO
1

8

1

1 5

I

30
1

60

1

1 2 5

1

250

1

500

1

1000

1

2000

ASA 4OO
1

1 5

1

30

1 1 1 1 1 1
60 125 250 500 1000 2000

ASA BOO
1 1 1 1 1 1 1

30 60 125 250 500 1000 2000

ASA 1600
1

60

1

125

1

250

1

500

1

1000

1

2000

ASA 32OO
1

125
1

250
1

500
1

1000
1

2000

M i n i m u m

f /s top
f 122 il22 tl22 il22 f 122 il22 i l22 il22 f  1 1 6 t  1 1 1 f t 8 il,"6



l|olding the Camera
Hold the camera f ir lnly to take a clear picture. Hold the
camera e i ther  in  a ver t ica l  or  hor izonta l  posi t ion,  look
through the viewfinder, and focus. Then press the
shutter release button gently. The fol lowing techniques
are important to remember:

1 Hold the camera snugly in both hands. The camera
I should be pressed f irmly to your cheek or forehead.

7 When the camera is in a horizontal posit ion, both
L elbows should be f irmly pressed against the body. At
least one elbow should be resting against the body when
the camera is in a vert ical posit ion.

? Hold your'breath and press the shutter release button
u with a smooth, steady stroke. Otherwise, you will
have a blurred picture.

t l t  is best to use a tr ipod and cable release when using
.t 

slow shutter speeds.

5 When taking pictures against the l ight, always use a
l,  lens hood.
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Viewing and Focusing
Focus ing  is  per fo rmed in  the  smal l  round area  in  the
center  o f  the  v iewf inder .  The smal le r  cen t ra l  c i rc le  i s  a
sp l i t - image f  ocus ing  screen and around i t  i s  the  mic ro-
pr ism r ing .  The sp l i t - image rangef inder  ascer ta ins  tha t
t he  image  i s  " i n  f ocus "  when  the  image  d i v i ded  ho r i zon -
ta l l y  in  ha l f  matches  and becomes one comple te  image.
The mic ropr ism rangef inder  p resents  a  c lear  and s teady
image when in  focus .  The mic ropr ism conveys  a  b roken,
sh immer ing  image when no t  accura te ly  in  focus .  l t  i s
a lso  poss ib le  to  focus  w i th  the  mat te  sc reen ou ts ide  the
smal le r  cen t ra l  a rea .  You can focus  w i th  e i ther  o f  these
focus ing  a ids  as  you  l i ke ,  depend ing  on  t he  sub jec t
cond i t ion  and your  p re fe rence.
I  A  cu rved  l i ne  may  some t imes  be  v i s i b l e  i n  t he  l owe r
par t  o f  the  v iewf inder  accord ing  to  the  ang le  o f  the
incom ing  l i gh t .  Th i s  i s  a  re f l ec t i on  o f  t he  beam-sp l i t t i ng
m i r ro r  o f  t he  condense r  l ens  i n  t he  TTL  l i gh t  measu re -
ment  sys tem.

Viewf inders
The Eye-  Leve l  F  inder  can be  removed and in te rchanged
wi th  o ther  v iewf  inders .  To  remove the  F  inder ,  pu  l l  i t
towards  the  backs ide  o f  the  camera  wh i le  p ress ing  the
two stopper but tons on both s ides of  the F inder.  To
at tach  a  f  inder ,  s l  ide  i t  in  f  rom the  rear  o f  the  camera
so tha t  the  a t tachment  ra i l s  o f  the  v iewf  inder  a re  leve l
w i th  the  camera  body .  Push i t  a l  I  the  way in .  l t  w i  l l

3 l
Out  o f  Focus l n  F o c u s




